
TYPICAL LOW LIGHT 
EXPOSURES  
FOR ISO 400 

 
Under Mercury/Sodium vapor street lights  1sec f4 
 
Under full moon (no lights)    2min f4 
 
No moon (no lights)      4min f4 
 
Home Interiors at night 

°With very bright light:       1/15  f 4 
°With average light:     1/8 f 4 

 
Interiors with bright fluorescent light   1/15 f 4 
 
Brightly lit, downtown streets at night   1/8 f 4 
 
Billboard Signs at night     1/30 f 4 
 
Lit store windows at night     1/30 f 4 
 
Floodlighted buildings, fountains, monuments  1/4 f 4 
 
Fairs, Carnivals at night     1/30 f 2.8 
 
Night Outdoor Sports   1/60 f 2.8 (wide open & pray) 
 
Night Indoor Sports   1/60 f 2.8 (wide open & pray) 
 
Stage shows (Broadway & professional) 
 Average light     1/60 f 2.8 
 Bright light      1/60 f 4 
 
School stage and Auditorium    1/30 f 2 
 

 
LOW LEVEL LIGHTING CONDITIONS VARY GREATLY.  

THE ABOVE CHART REPRESENTS AVERAGE 
EXPOSURES THAT MAY NEED TO BE COMPESATED. 

 

ALWAYS BRACKET! 


